
April 22, 2011 - 
Earth Day, Get Down to It 
 
Earth Day is about preserving what we have, respecting the planet, 
Mother Earth, and living responsibly thereupon. The First Earth Day 
had many celebrations. There were by some estimates, over 20 
Million people all over the nation, taking part. I remember, there were 
a lot of Indian Tribes celebrating that day. Everyone was coming 
together, in a very big way, for the first time.  
 
It was powerful. And powerful forces moved to oppose it. 
Corporations and their allies in Government, worked overtime to 
prevent us from holding either of them accountable for how they treat 
the land or the people.   
 
Too many of us went to sleep. And now, we are in a battle for our 
very existence and our right to health care, and a secure old age, as 
well as finding out, daily, how we are being poisoned by the very 
things that are poisoning the lands and the waters and the air, as we 
mindlessly consume their products and ignore how they manipulate 
media and government to conceal from us, the Truth about what is 
happening.  
 
It is time to rise again. It is time to get down to the hard work of 
defending Mother Earth and one another from those who would 
abuse and exploit us.  
 
Mayor May Or May Not Be On Glue 
 
The Good People of Devils Lake may want to take another look at 
how their mayor chooses his allies and heroes. A recent article in the 
Devil's Lake Journal shows him beaming about how much he 
respects Myra Pearson, aka "NLO", and touting how much good work 
she has done for her tribe.  
 
Is he on glue? The woman has robbed the tribe of millions of dollars! 
And, just the previous week, she used her position to create a 
resolution to sell 15 acres of worthless, un tillable land to the tribe for 
approximately 100x what it would be worth on the open market.   
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And Devil's Lake Mayor holds her up as some Paragon of Good 
Leadership? You may want to check his standards--- or his IQ.  
 
Most people I am hearing from in the Tribe are outraged by his praise 
of the very woman who robbed them of so much.  Even Devils Lake 
Police can tell you, her son, Brian, who was arrested multiple times 
for drunk driving, controlled substances, involving with minors, etc... 
he was a menace to the community.  Myra spent tens of thousands of 
Tribal Dollars on attorneys to get charges dropped, court costs, and 
keep him on the loose to do it again and again.  
 
How would your Mayor praise her if he had managed, as was likely, 
to run down one of his constituents?  How would you feel if your 
leader, perhaps even your Mayor, wrote himself checks for tens of 
thousands of dollars and checks to his friends in the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars? Let's say that happened and then another 
Mayor Praised him to the skies. How would you feel about that 
community?  
 
He is representing Devils Lake when he makes these grandiose 
statements, about someone whose entire career has been bent on 
criminal activity, embezzlement, and theft.  She has appointed judges 
to the Tribal Courts that have no qualifications sitting on a bench. 
They were there to allow her and her family to escape charges and 
shut down investigations. They also rip apart families, and throw very 
young, vulnerable children into the hands of total strangers to them, 
and ignore the cries of little girls being raped in their foster homes.  
 
Oh yeah, Devils Lake Mayor has a real "Hero" to worship.  
 
I'd keep an eye on him if I were you. He's either as corrupt as she is, 
or too stupid to know better.  
 
Futility 
 
A lot of heartbreaking emails and messages are coming out of the 
rez. They don't know how the two worst candidates rose to the top for 
the runoff. They don't know how a man, Carl Walkingeagle, who is 
facing felony charges, can even be allowed to run for office, much 
less be in the run off.  
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It is as if a dark, heavy blanket has, once again, covered the tribe. It 
has.  
 
I will post their messages because heartbreak and despair need to be 
voiced and heard. But I want you to remember: We don't quit.  Don't 
give up. Don't let them just walk all over you. Stand up, speak up and 
be heard. Hold them accountable.  
 
You know where to find me. I am not quitting. I am still here. We will 
be reporting more and more.  
 
It looks terrible right now, but it will only end badly if YOU quit. Don't 
quit. They want you to quit. That will make it easy on them. Go back 
at it and try harder, do more, and don't feel sorry for yourself. Self pity 
will bring you down in places where they can't. Don't take yourself 
down. Look at the children. If you are going to lose a fight, make sure 
you leave your mark on the other guy. That means, don't quit. Don't 
make it easy.  
 
Now, From the Rez, 1: 

 
Cat,  
  
A person asked me to send this to you...we all feel this way 
please post... 
  
I am for the first time ever, so emotionally lost and without 
hope. We continue to cry and our faces are without content and 
inquisitively look for a way to change this current situation we 
are dealing with (the results of the election for Chairman).  
 
The people of Spirit Lake are mentally sick and without cause. 
The people in the Blue Building say nothing, do nothing hoping 
that they have a job in a month or so. This is the worst I seen 
the people; hopeless or worthless just the same it is a shame.  
 
Other nations are rising, other nations are thriving wanting more 
for themselves and their people. Whereas, we sit here with 
nothing literally nothing.  
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I heard someone say: "Did you see Myra in he the paper? It 
said she a is a 'hero'." Others and I ask, "What has she done?" 
Its the same as when she 1st started. She stole from us, lied to 
us.  
 
Now these two; a snake and another snake, are the top two. 
We shake our heads. We just said this is what we have to deal 
with. All our jobs and security are washed away its like a 
tornado hit this place.  
 
We don't know how to even start or begin to clean it up. There 
is emptiness to this place and despair is just around the corner. 
The people just laugh and shake there heads, sad but true (this 
is all we can do).  
 
Evil laughs and chuckles come from the families of the 
yanktons and mcdonalds waiting. Just as a hungry wolves, wait 
to kill its prey. They wait to get in there to do what? Cheat the 
people? Steal from them?  
 
Our spiritual people are needed most. We need them.  Where 
are they? We must turn to prayer. We must take up our pipes 
and our faith in one another to stand up. There is evil pure evil 
at home. The water is starting to take us. Wakan Tatanka help 
us.  

 
 
From the Rez, 2:  

 
The lake is coming now to surround our community and push 
the animals on to the land. We will be isolated and alone. 
 
The State will not help us nor will the Federal Government. We 
will have to do what we can for ourselves. We will lose our 
resources faster than we did before and we will not have 
enough to take care of our own poor and elderly.  
 
We will not be able to take care of the other tribes' people 
flooding into our community like the lake is. We will have to 
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raise the blood quantum to 1/2 in order to keep our population 
down and to enable us to care for them.  
 
We have made a joke out of the ways our old people left us, 
including the land and our name. Now we will pay for that by 
what is going to happen to our community, our reservation and 
our tribe.  
 
We as a people seem to have lost the reasoning of our 
ancestors. We seem to think that there are no consequences 
for what we do collectively as a people, nor individually.  
 
The whole course may have gone too far to recover. Maybe 
that it is meant to be this way because of what we have done. 
The cornerstone of our religion is to take care of our children 
and we no longer do that. Parents give the children to Social 
Services without any consequence for doing that. They remain 
free to drink and work and make more children to dump in our 
Social Service system.  
 
We don't even have enough stable families to be foster parents 
for the amount of children we have in foster care. We used to 
always take care of the Elderly and the sick but we no longer do 
that either. IHS is all about employment for other tribes and not 
about taking care of our own people.  
 
Go to the clinic and you will see, on any given day, the amount 
of people there from other tribes while our own people no 
longer want to go there.  
 
We have dozens of programs that are supposed to help the 
people but they don't. The programs are dominated by families 
for employment and services and, if you are not part of their 
family, you go without.  
 
There are Elderly that sit at home with no lights or heat, while 
our leaders steal free fuel and anything else they can get their 
hands on.  
 
Once our leaders were sought out to lead the people. Back 
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then, they were never paid for it. They did it because it was 
important to them and to us, to lead our tribe.  
 
But now we pay them a large salary and they don't do anything 
for us, and they steal from us, and care only for themselves and 
their family.  
 
We have a Casino that is run with other tribes in mind, they run 
our children off and tell them they cannot reapply for six 
months? is this what we had in mind when the Casino was 
built? Why cry about the unemployment rate when this is how 
they are treated when they are trying to learn to work and care 
for themselves and their families. Remember the promises? If 
we build the casino we can employ our people, and have 
enough money to take care of ourselves, we won't be 
dependent on the Federal Government. Remember that? Like 
smoke in the wind...  
 
You know this is true because I have heard these experiences 
told in the Blue Building. Go to another tribe's Casino and see if 
they will hire you. Go to another reservation and try and get a 
home to live in. Go to another reservation and try and use their 
clinic. You will see that we are the only tribe that allows that to 
happen here.  
 
Then I hear these same people that are here say," You cannot 
discriminate because we get Federal or State Funds". But go to 
the other reservations and see for yourself what they do, and 
they get the same funding we do.  
 
Our tribe as a people have to wake up or we will cease to be a 
tribe. We are losing our way and there is no leader coming that 
will help us find our way back, we will have to do that as a 
people. There are many of you out there in the community that 
know what I said is true. And there are many who want this 
whole business to stop, now we will see who wins the elections 
and see what they do about the problems that I have told about.  
 
I didn't really need to tell the problems you already know that 
they are there and need to be changed. 
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Don't lose Heart. We are all in a battle between Good and Evil. We 
are all fighting. The Tribes are fighting impossible odds and winning.  
Some have to fight harder. Our nation is in the grips of a movement 
to disempower the people, give everything to Corporations and the 
wealthiest 2%, and they are pitting people against one another with 
lies upon lies, trying to scare people.  
 
Fearful people who believe the lies are doing their dirty work for them. 
Politicians are working to take away our votes, our lands, our dignity 
and leave us bankrupt as a nation. But we are waking up and we are 
standing up and we will not give up. This is how it ends, one last 
battle between Decency and Evil. Quitting is not an option unless you 
want Evil to prevail.  
 
We are All Indians Now. And we won't quit. There are forces moving 
that we cannot see with our eyes. It is moving to help us to help 
ourselves. It won't be there to help us if we are not here to help 
ourselves.  Cry later. Weep and mourn later. For now, it will take all 
we have for longer than we ever thought we'd have to fight, and 
harder than we thought we ever could fight. This is how we win.  
 
Teach your children Right from Wrong. Teach them how to be strong.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


